Introduction: I am very happy to be with you this morning and asssure you that I

" feel quite at hane with you. From my very early life until now my principal ine
spiration has deen the Christian Religion. My fathor himself was a minister. ke
vas a slave and I am the ¢hild of a slave. My father was a man who preached on
Sunday exd worked for a living all the rest of the week. Io preached becauso he
enjoyed it. As I look back on my childhood, my vivid memories of the past center
around the Mt. Zion Baptist Church. I enm grateful that 4in my childhood when school
facilities were exhausted--and they woro exhausted when I reached the sixth erale}
that was all the education our town gave colorod people~-my mother had the vision to
send no away to Nanhville t0 a Christlan institution called the Rogor ¥Willianms
Unlversity. There I comtinuod my elucation. Tho school shuddered whon I came there,
and after enduring me for adbout six months 1t burned dowvan. I went back hopefully
the socond time, and it burnod dowm egain. Then I went to Atlanta, Ceorgla where

I registered in a Christien instltution, d I shall never cease to be grateful
until the day I die for the men and women, both white end colored, who were my
teachers in that institution. So you may know that Christianity is precious to me.

Low I have been through many educational institutions end have traveled 1in nany
parts of the world, but I would say that the deepest things that I have learned
sbout 1ife are the thinge I have lemrned in trying to pastor the Christien Church
There are no insights in the world at all capparable to what a man learns as he
.£9¢8 ebout thoughtfully loving people. God spesis to tho mind, dut Ee cennot speak
-to the mind effectively except through the heart., V¥hen the hesrt is alive to the
noeds of human life and the mind is engezed with all of its powers trying to scrve
those noeds, a man learns things that can never de taken swvay from him.

I feel especially noar to you in this church too because cne of the finest teschers

-1 have ever known came fram your church. Eer nsme ig Dr. Eva Dykes., Whon I first
came to Eoward Univeraity, her name camo to my attention in a peculiar way. GChe had
Just gottea her Doctor's desres from Radcliffe, and we were adout to engage her as
a tocacher. Before shoe would take the Job, she wrote a letter to the Dean, sgying,
"Bofaore you comclude this contract there is one thing you should know ebout ms, I do
not know whether you will wish to employ me or not, but I feel I must tell you I am
a menber of the Soventh-day Adventist Church, and begimning at eix o"clock oa Friday--
I think 1t was--until six o'clock Saturdsy evening I will be &dble to do no work for
the university, for in that period my church is foremost in ry allegience, and I
ahmfoolundarobn@atimtodovhammyviahm to do and will be abls to
glve no service to the university.” The Doan brought her letter to me (he was the
first Negro in the United States to got his degree in Germany) cnd sald, "Mr. |
President, this is a very sad letter. I suppose this finishes it. Ve cannot employ ]
this young woman., What a tragody!™ But I said to the Dean, "This gettles it. This ‘
makes certaln weo mre going to employ this young woman," :

"What do you mean, Mr. President? We cannot hire someone who has reservations
sbout service.”

I replied, "This i3 not a reservation but en affirmation. And I would further sug-
Best that any luman being who has the center of her life so dedicated is worth
}npina,ndnuhmﬂdmtmthoriskotluimnymmgmotthﬁtm. She

viubo:‘Jmuloynltoﬂxominrsitytheothorsudnﬂumhtothochxmh
on the Sabbath.”

He said to me, "Mr. President, I had mot thought about it that way, but I thimk
that way now.” OStreange how we change our minds scmstimes.
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So we exmployod her, and have been happy to have her. Before sho left for the
Bouth, she was mwnanimously voted by the faculty of the Lideral Arts Department to
be the dest, ell-round meuber of that feculty of 100 teachers. Ever since that
expoerience I have felt very close to you, and have thought that in your way you
are doing sauething great in this institutlion end in your church.

I want to talk. to you briefly this morning--perhaps I should stale that I am not
distinguished for deing brief, I samotimes think the lord 1s goling to eend me dack
to Miesisaippl to practice msking twenty-mimute specches before Es will give me
_permission to enter hesven permamently. But I wanit to discuss the world signifi.
* £ the Buprems Court decislion on segregation. Greoat anxiety 1s being felt
11y in the Southern Statea shout the Supreme Court decision ind 1% 1a not
24 Peaple who have been goling one way of rer 250 yeaxrs o notb
> asy {0 be confronted suddenly with tho denmand that has been made on them,
And there are many sincere persans uwho are geauinely doubiful that the change in
the pattern can succeed. Normally, I think those persons sre for the most pex
thinking domestically. They are thinking of this decision in the light of national
higtory and past experience.




