
ACHE TELEVISION INTERVIEW PROGRAM

OF

DR. EVA B. DYKES

I: 1 UNDERSTAND THAT Y-SU RECEIVED YOUR • ErAfttY TRAINING IN GRADES 1 - 4 AT THE

Howard University training school; grades 5 - 8 in Lucretia Mott School in 

Washington, D. C. Then at M Street High School, later known as Dunbar High 

School; and then you received the Bachelor of Arts at Howard University, 

SUMMA CUM LAUDE.

A: Yes, this is correct.

I: Why were you called by Dean Cook of the Business College of Howard "a daughter

of Howard."

A: My mother attended Howard but was forced to leave because of illness. However

BEFORE I WAS BORN, THREE UNCLES AND MY FATHER, JAMES DYKES, ATTENDED THE 

college. And later my sister Florence, now deceased, graduated from the 

Commercial College of Howard.

1: Did you receive any honors at Howard?

A: I RECEIVED AN ALUMNI AWARD FROM THE AKA SORORITY OF HOWARD.

I: Where did. you study after this?

A: I STUDIED AT RADCLIFFE COLLEGE IN CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS.

I: Who was instrumental in causing you to choose Radcliffe College?

A: My uncle, Dr. James Howard.

I : ALREADY HAD A B.A. FROM HOWARD, WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO GET ANOTHER

B.A. from Radcliffe?
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I = Interviewer

A = Answer

INTRODUCTION - The host of the program will give introductory remarks to include 

THE INTERVIEWEE'S FULL NAME, EVA BEATRICE DYKES; PRESENT RESIDENCE, OAKWOOD COLLEGE, 

Huntsville, Alabama; where she was born, Washington, D. C., and her occupation as 

A TEACHER. PERSONS WHO WILL INTERVIEW WILL BE IDENTIFIED BY THE HOST.
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A: Because of the fact that Howard at that time did not have the standing it

has now; and because of the fact that the Registrar at Radcliffe would 

ADMIT ME ONLY AS AN UNCLASSIFIED STUDENT, MY UNCLE THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE 

BETTER TO RECEIVE A B.A. FROM RADCLIFFE, A RECOGNIZED INSTITUTION.

1: What degrees did you receive at Radcliffe?

A: I received a B.A. Magna cum laude, an M.A. and a Ph.D.

I: Did you receive any financial assistance from Radcliffe?

A: Yes, I received five scholarships of $500 each. This money, combined

WITH THE FINANCIAL AID OF MY UNCLE, DR. JAMES HOWARD, ENABLED ME TO 

FINISH MY EDUCATION AT RADCLIFFE.

I: This was a remarkable achievement to receive your B.A., M.A., and Ph.D

from Radcliffe; one of the nation’s exclusive Ivy League colleges. When 

DID YOU COMPLETE YOUR DOCTORATE?

A: The doctorate was conferred in June, 1921. I completed the requirements

in March of 1 921 .

I: You WERE THE FIRST BLACK WOMAN IN THE UNITED STATES TO FINISH THE REQUIRE­

MENTS for the Doctorate, and the first black woman to receive the degree 

in English. You were one of the first three Negro women awarded the Ph.D. 

IN 1921, WERE YOU NOT?

A: Yes, the other recipient^we^,^^o^mna Simpson from the University of

Chicago and Sadie ‘Alexander from the University of Pennsylvania.

I: I understand that you are a member of Phi Beta Kappa.

A: Yes, the Iota chapter.

I: Also, I understand that the title of your dissertation was Pope and His

INFLUENCE IN AM ER IC A FROM 1715 - 1850. NOW, LET US LOOK AT YOUR TEACHING 

EXPERIENCE. YOU TAUGHT ENGLISH AND LATIN ONE YEAR AT WALDEN UNIVERSITY 

in Nashville, Tennessee, which no longer exists; 8 years at Dunbar High 

School in Washington, D. C.; 14 years at Howard University, Washington, D.C., 

AND 24 YEARS AT OAKWOOD COLLEGE, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA. IN 1968 YOU RETIRED, 

AND IN 1970 YOU WERE CALLED BACK TO OAKWOOD BY Dr. FRANK HALE, PRESIDENT 

of Oakwood at that time, to assist in the English Department. You taught 

TWO YEARS AS PART TIME TEACHER FROM 1973-1975, MAKING A TOTAL OF FIFTY-ONE 

years. And now you are Professor Emeritus.
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A: Yes, this is correct.

I: In conjunction with your teaching, you have done some writing. For instance,

YOU HAVE WRITTEN ARTICLES FOR SUCH PER IODIC ALS ASa THE) NEGRO HISTORY BULLETIN? 

the Journal of Negro History; three^Adventtst periodicals: the Youth Instructor 

NOW KNOWN AS INSIGHT; THE REVIEW AND HERALD, AND CURRENTLY THE MESSAGE MAGAZINE. 

YOU HAVE WRITTEN A BOOK, THE NEGRO IN ENGLISH ROMANTIC THOUGHT; AND YOU CO­

EDITED Readings for Negro Schools and Colleges and a Manual of English for 

Freshman English. How did you happen to write the Negro in English Romantic 

Thought?

A: When I was teaching a survey course in English literature at Howard University,

I NOTICED THAT FREEDOM WAS THE WATCHWORD OF SUCH ROMANTIC WRITERS LIKE SOUTHEY, 

Coleridge, Wordsworth, and others. I was intrigued by their interest in 

FREEDOM AND ESPECIALLY THE FREEDOM OF THE NEGRO; THIS FACT INSPIRED ME TO 

WRITE THE BOOK.

I: What were some of the courses you taught at Oakwood?
ill V

A: I taught English Composition, Remedial English, Journalism, English Literature,

World Literature, and period courses such as the Middle English period, the 

Elizabethan period, the Romantic period, the Victorian period and the Modern 

PERIOD. I MAY INCLUDE HERE A COURSE IN MILTON, WHICH COMPRISED THE PUR ITAN 

PERIOD.

1: I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED CERTAIN HONORS IN BOTH SECULAR AND RELIGIOUS

EDUCATION, BOTH AS A STUDENT AND A TEACHER. FOR EXAMPLE, YOU RECEIVED AN 

ALUMNI AWARD FOR YOUR WORK AS A STUDENT WHEN YOU GRADUATED FROM HOWARD UNIVER­

SITY. By unanimous vote of the Howard University Faculty you were selected 

AS THE BEST ALL AROUND TEACHER OF THE FACULTY.

In March, 1945, on Charter day you were a recipient of the annual alumni 

AWARD CONFERRED BY THE TRUSTEES OF HOWARD UNIVERSITY FOR DISTINGUISHED POST­

GRADUATE ACHIEVEMENT IN EDUCATION. YOU ALSO WERE THE RECIPIENT OF A PLAQUE 

from the Chicago chapter of the Oakwood Alumni Association for distinguished 

TEACHING.

The college library at Oakwood was named in your honor also.

A: You ARE CORRECT. WHEN I LEARNED OF THESE HONORS, I WAS VERY MUCH SURPRISED.



ACHE Interview-Dr. Dykes-4

0 . 1 /r13^

I: YOU ALSO RECEIVED A CITATION OF EXCELLENCE IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION FROM

the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists for your accomplishment 

in the area of Christian education#- What part did you play in the first 

FULL ACCREDITATION OF OAKWOOD COLLEGE?

A: I was Chairman of the Committee which with the assistance of every Oakwood

WORKER FINALLY EFFECTED THE ACCREDITATION THAT OAKWOOD RECEIVED IN 1958.

I: I HAVE KNOWN YOU AS A MUSICIAN BOTH AS SOLO PIANIST AND AS ACCOMPANIST

FOR MANY NOTED ARTISTS LIKE LILLIAN EVANTI, ONE OF THE FIRST BLACK WOMEN 

TO RECEIVE INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION AS A SINGER IN THE OPERATIC AREA.

Xi L.U- XMJrtAtaasriMUJ-HT s-t-T S-T ?

A: Yes. Among some of the famous BLAfcks L haVe accompanied I may mention

ONLY A FEW - WESLEY HOWARD, LOUIA^UONeIY AND CLARENCE CAMERON WhYte/nOTED^ 

violinists. The latter was also ajmqtfd compds£r.

„////(NOTE (^DR~7~YlYkESy MIGtiTPLAY A PIANO SELECTION HERE)

Tjf ^^who"were'some'of-th& welt-known Students'you1 have taughYt

A: I taught William Hastie, governor of the Virgin Islands; Charles Drew,

a PIQTMEER IN__LHE BLOOD PLASMA AREA; AND OTHER FAMOUS BLACKS. I ALSO TAUGHT 

f M/Yny”V^Y1HIlPR ESI DENTS AND OFFICERS IN THE "REG IONAL CONFERENCES OF THE

0 Seventh-day Adventists. The current presHDent of Oakwood College was one 

OF MY FORMER STUDENTS, UNDER WHOSE PRESIDENC\ THE ENROLLMENT HAS INCREASED 

SIGNIFICANTLY.

I:> Miss Dykes, what is your basic philosophy of life that has enabled you to 

MAKE SUCH an OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO BLACK CULTURE AND ACHIEVEMENT?

A: I WAS TAUGHT FROM A CHILD TO DO MY BEST IN ANY UNDERTAKING WHETHER I LIKED

IT OR NOT. The SATISFACTION OF DOING MY BEST BRINGS a GREATER REWARD THAN

THE ACTUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT OF MY AIM.

CONCLUSION: The host of the program would make the closing remarks.


