
INTERVIEW OF DR. EVA B. DYKES FOR ACHE TELEVISION PROGRAM

I: Interviewer

D: Eva Beatrice Dykes

I: What is your full name?

D: Eva Beatrice Dykes

I: Where do you live?

D: At Oakwood College in Huntsville, Alabama.

I: Where were you born?

D: In Washington, D. C.

I: What is your occupation?

D: Teacher.

I: How LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN PUBLIC SERVICE?

D: Approximately forty-nine years. One year as teacher of English and
Latin at Walden University in Nashville, Tennessee; eight years as 
TEACHER OF ENGLISH AT DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL IN WASHINGTON, D. C.J 
THIRTEEN YEARS AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON, D. C.J TWENTY-FOUR 
years at Oakwood College, Huntsville, Alabama. At the end of this 
TIME, I RETIRED. IN 1968 I WAS CALLED BACK TO ASSIST IN THE ENGLISH 
DEPARTMENT. I TAUGHT FOR THREE YEARS. TWO YEARS FULL TIME AND ONE 
YEAR AS A PART TIME TEACHER.

I: What schools have you attended?

D: I FIRST WENT TO THE TEACHER-TRAINING SCHOOL AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY AS
A FIRST-GRADE PUPIL. I RECEIVED MY TRAINING IN GRADES FIVE THROUGH 
EIGHT AT THE LUCRETIA MOTT SCHOOL IN WASHINGTON, D. C. THEN I WENT 
to M Street High School, later known as Dunbar High School. I went 
to Howard University where I received a B.A. degree summa cum laude.

I: Where did you study after this?

D: I RECEIVED A B.A. MAGNA CUM LAUDE, A M.A. AND Ph.D. FROM RADCLIFFE
College.

I: This was a remarkable accomplishment to receive a bachelor's degree
AND A MASTER'S DEGREE WITH HONORS FROM RADCLIFFE, ONE OF THE NATION'S 
EXCLUSIVE IVY LEAGUE COLLEGES. WHAT YEAR DID YOU COMPLETE YOUR DOCTORATE?
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D: The doctorate was conferred in 1921. In March of 1921, I completed
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE Ph.D. DEGREE.

I: You WERE THE FIRST BLACK WOMAN IN THE UNITED STATES TO FINISH REQUIRE­
MENTS FOR THE DOCTORATE, BUT YOU WERE ONE OF THE THREE FIRST NEGRO 
WOMEN AWARDED THE Ph.D. DEGREE IN 1921, WERE YOU NOT?

D: Yes. The other two recipients were Georgi anna Simpson from the
University of Chicago and Sadie Tanner Mozel from the University 
of Pennsylvania.

I: What subject field did you specialize in during your educational
TRAINING?

D: I SPECIALIZED IN ENGLISH, LATIN, GERMAN AND GREEK.

I : You BECAME A MEMBER OF PHI BETA KAPPA?

D: Yes, the Iota chapter.

I: When did you leave Howard University to teach in Alabama at Oakwood
College?

D: In 1944.

I: Are you now professor emeritus of the Oakwood college faculty?

D: Yes.

I: What articles and books have you written?

D: I HAVE WRITTEN PERIODICAL ARTICLES FOR THE NEGRO HISTORY BULLETIN,
Journal of Negro History, and Message Magazine.

I : You ARE THE AUTHOR OF WHAT BOOKS?

D: The Negro in English Romantic Thought is the title of one book, and
I HAVE WRITTEN A MANUAL FOR BEGINNING TEACHERS OF LINGUISTICS IN A 
SECONDARY SCHOOL AND A MANUAL OF ENGLISH FOR GRAMMAR.

I : Who were your parents?

D: Martha Ann Howard and James Stanley Dykes.

I: What was the occupation of your father?

D: My father was a principal of a school in Hagarstown, Maryland where
WE LIVED WHEN I WAS VERY YOUNG, AND LATER HE WAS A GOVERNMENT WORKER 
in Washington, D. C.

Is Did any other members of your family graduate from Howard University?
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D: Yes. My uncle, James Howard, received his bachelor of arts degree in
1870; his M.A. from the college of liberal arts, and his M.D. degree 
from the School of Medicine of Howard University in 1883. My Uncle John 
RECEIVED HIS BACHELORS FROM HOWARD AND MY FATHER, JAMES DYKES. My MOTHER 
ATTENDED HOWARD, BUT HAD TO DROP OUT BECAUSE OF ILL HEALTH. My SISTER, 
Florence, graduated from the commercial college.

I: Who influenced or inspired you to achieve your higher education?

D: My uncle, Dr. James Dykes. My uncle thought it would be good for me
TO GET MY BACHELOR’S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED SCHOOL. HOWARD WAS AN 
UNACCREDITED SCHOOL AT THE TIME I RECEIVED MY DEGREE FROM THERE. I 
STAYED TWO YEARS AT RADCLIFFE AND RECEIVED MY BACHELOR'S IN 1917. In 
1918 I RECEIVED MY MASTER'S AND MY PH.D. IN 1921 WHILE I WAS TEACHING. 
I WAS FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO RECEIVE FIVE SCHOLARSHIPS.

I: When did you begin teaching at Howard University?

D: In 1929. I was invited by President Mordecai Jounson to join the faculty.

I: Who were some of the students you have taught that have achieved success?

D: Among my many students, I remember Charles Drew, pioneer in blood plasma
RESEARCH AND FORMER CHIEF SURGEON AND CHIEF OF STAFF AT FREEDMEN'S 
Hospital in Washington, D. C. I also remember William Hastie, who in 
1944 WAS APPOINTED GOVERNOR OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS, AND BEFORE THAT HE 
was Dean of the Law School at Howard University. I also remember Joseph 
Jenkins who served as a teacher in the English department at Tuskegee 
Institute for some years.

I: Who were some of your colleagues at Howard University?

D: Todd Duncan, baritone singer; Alain Locke, who was the first colored
MAN TO BE A RHODES SCHOLAR; CHARLES WESLEY, FORMER PRESIDENT OF WILBERFORCE 
University; Ralph Bunche, diplomat and U.N. mediator; Ernest Just, a 
BIOLOGIST OF UNUSUAL FAME; CAMILLE NICKERSON, CONCERT ARTIST AND TEACHER; 
and Louia Jones, a famous violinist.

I: I UNDERSTAND YOU ARE A MUSICIAN ALSO.

D: Yes. During my life in Washington, D. C., I accompanied some of the
WELL KNOWN SOLOISTS, SUCH AS MADAME FLORENCE COLE TALBERT OF MEMPHIS; 
Lillian Evanti of Washington, D. C.; Charlotte Wallace Murray, a well 
KNOWN CONTRALTO OF NEW YORK; JOSEPHINE MUSE OF THE WASHINGTON CONSERVATORY 
of Music; Louia Vaughn Jones and Wesley Howard, both skilled violinists, 
and Clarence Cameron White, composer and violinist.

I: What courseshave you taught during your teaching career at Oakwood College.

D: I HAVE TAUGHT FRESHMAN ENGLISH, JOURNALISM, WORLD LITERATURE, REMEDIAL
English, English Literature, American Literature, Renaissance Literature, 
Medieval Literature, Victorian Literature, Modern Literature, College 
Grammar, Methods in Teaching Secondary English.
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I: In your basic English classes, you stressed the knowledge of the "minimum
essentials" and "audibility", did you not?

D: My emphasis on this was and still is triggered by the following comment,
"We find that some college graduates cannot read, speak, and write the 
English language correctly. I believe that if we stress clear and 
DISTINCT SPEAKING, WE WOULD ENJOY WHAT WE HEAR BETTER THAN SOME OF US 
do." Quoted from an educator.

I: Many of the students you have taught at Oakwood College have made out­
standing CONTRIBUTIONS ALSO, HAVE THEY NOT?

D: Yes. The present president of Oakwood, Calvin Rock, was one of my
STUDENTS AND THE FORMER PRESIDENT BEFORE HIM, FRANK HALE. MANY FACULTY 
AND STAFF MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE WERE TAUGHT BY ME AND MANY RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS AND MINISTERS IN THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH.

I: What honors have you received?

D: Although I was the first to complete my work for the Ph.D. degree in
Cambridge, Massachusetts at Radcliffe, I happened to be the last to 
RECEIVE THE DEGREE BECAUSE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES WERE HELD LATER AT 
Radcliffe than the exercises for the other two colleges where the 
OTHER WOMEN ATTENDED.

I HAVE RECEIVED A CITATION OF EXCELLENCE IN RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE WORLD PROGRAM OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. I RECEIVED 
the Alumni Award from Howard University for the highest grade point 
AVERAGE ATTENDED DURING UNDERGRADUATE YEARS. BY UNANIMOUS VOTE OF 
Howard University, I was selected as the best all around teacher of the 
FACULTY, AND I WAS A RECIPIENT OF THE ANNUAL ALUMNI AWARD CONFERRED BY 
the Trustees of Howard University for distinguished post graduate 
ACHIEVEMENT IN EDUCATION. THERE ARE SOME OTHER AWARDS.

I: What part did you play in the first full accreditation of Oakwood College?

0: I was Chairman of the Accreditation Committee that worked for the first
FULL ACCREDITATION THAT OAKWOOD COLLEGE RECEIVED IN 1958.

I: The present new library building at Oakwood College was named in your
HONOR AND DEDICATED IN 1973, WAS IT NOT?

D: Yes.

I: What is your basic philosophy of life that has enabled you to make such
AN OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO BLACK CULTURE AND ACHIEVEMENT?

D:


