
ACHE TELEVISION INTERVIEW PROGRAM

OF

DR. EVA B. DYKES

I = Interviewer

A = Answer

INTRODUCTION - The host of the program will give introductory remarks to include 

the interviewee's full name, Eva Beatrice Dykes; present residence, Oakwood College, 

Huntsville, Alabama; where she was born, Washington, D. C., and her occupation as 

A TEACHER. PERSONS WHO WILL INTERVIEW WILL BE IDENTIFIED BY THE HOST.

I: I UNDERSTAND THAT YOU RECEIVED YOUR EARLY TRAINING IN GRADES 1 - 4 AT THE

Howard University training school; grades 5 - 8 in Lucretia Mott School in 

Washington, D. C. Then at M Street High School, later known as Dunbar High 

School; and then you received the Bachelor of Arts at Howard University, 

SUMMA CUM LAUDE.

A: Yes, this is correct.

I: Why were you called by Dean Cook of the Business College of Howard "a daughter

of Howard."

A: My mother attended Howard but was forced to leave because of illness. However,

BEFORE I WAS BORN, THREE UNCLES AND MY FATHER, JAMES DYKES, ATTENDED THE 

college. And later my sister Florence, now deceased, graduated from the 

Commercial College of Howard.

I: Did you receive any honors at Howard?

A: I RECEIVED AN ALUMNI AWARD FROM THE AKA SORORITY OF HOWARD.

I: Where did you study after this?

A: I STUDIED AT RADCLIFFE COLLEGE IN CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS.

I: Who was instrumental in causing you to choose Radcliffe College?

A: My uncle, Dr. James Howard.

I: If you already had a B.A. from Howard, why did you decide to get another

B.A. from Radcliffe?
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A: Because of the fact that Howard at that time did not have the standing it

has now; and because of the fact that the Registrar at Radcliffe would 

ADMIT ME ONLY AS AN UNCLASSIFIED STUDENT, MY UNCLE THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE 

BETTER TO RECEIVE A B.A. FROM RADCLIFFE, A RECOGNIZED INSTITUTION.

I: What degrees did you receive at Radcliffe?

A: I received a B.A. Magna cum laude, an M.A. and a Ph.D.

I: Did you receive any financial assistance from Radcliffe?

A: Yes, I received five scholarships of $500 each. This money, combined

WITH THE FINANCIAL AID OF MY UNCLE, Dr. JAMES HOWARD, ENABLED ME TO 

FINISH MY EDUCATION AT RADCLIFFE.

I: This was a remarkable achievement to receive your B.A., M.A., and Ph.D

from Radcliffe; one of the nation’s exclusive Ivy League colleges. When 

DID YOU COMPLETE YOUR DOCTORATE?

A: The doctorate was conferred in June, 1921. I completed the requirements

in March of 1921.

I: You WERE THE FIRST BLACK WOMAN IN THE UNITED STATES TO FINISH THE REQUIRE­

MENTS for the Doctorate, and the first black woman to receive the degree 

in English. You were one of the first three Negro women awarded the Ph.D. 

IN 1921, WERE YOU NOT?

A: Yes, the other recipients were Georgiana Simpson from the University of

Chicago and Sadie Alexander from the University of Pennsylvania.

I: I UNDERSTAND THAT YOU ARE A MEMBER OF PHI BETA KAPPA.

A: Yes, the Iota chapter.

I: Also, I understand that the title of your dissertation was Pope and His

INFLUENCE IN AMER ICA FROM 1715 - 1850. NOW, LET US LOOK AT YOUR TEACHING 

EXPERIENCE. YOU TAUGHT ENGLISH AND LaTIN ONE YEAR AT WALDEN UNIVERSITY 

in Nashville, Tennessee, which no longer exists; 8 years at Dunbar High 

School in Washington, D. C.; 14 years at Howard University, Washington, D.C., 

AND 24 YEARS AT OAKWOOD COLLEGE, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA. IN 1968 YOU RETIRED, 

AND IN 1970 YOU WERE CALLED BACK TO OAKWOOD BY DR. FRANK HALE, PRESIDENT 

of Oakwood at that time, to assist in the English Department. You taught 

TWO YEARS AS PART TIME TEACHER FROM 1973-1975, MAKING A TOTAL OF FIFTY-ONE 

years. And now you are Professor Emeritus.
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A: Yes, this is correct.

I: In conjunction with your teaching, you have done some writing. For instance,

YOU HAVE WRITTEN ARTICLES FOR SUCH PERIODICALS AS THE NEGRO HISTORY BULLETIN? 

the Journal of Negro History; three Adventist periodicals: the Youth Instructor 

NOW KNOWN AS INSIGHT; THE REVIEW AND HERALD, AND CURRENTLY THE MESSAGE MAGAZINE. 

YOU HAVE WRITTEN A BOOK, THE NEGRO IN ENGLISH ROMANTIC THOUGHT ? AND YOU CO­

EDITED Readings for Negro Schools and Colleges and a Manual of English for 

Freshman English. How did you happen to write the Negro in English Romantic 

Thought?

A: When I was teaching a survey course in English literature at Howard University,

I NOTICED THAT FREEDOM WAS THE WATCHWORD OF SUCH ROMANTIC WRITERS LIKE SOUTHEY, 

Coleridge, Wordsworth, and others. I was intrigued by their interest in 

FREEDOM AND ESPECIALLY THE FREEDOM OF THE NEGRO; THIS FACT INSPIRED ME TO 

WRITE THE BOOK.

I: What were some of the courses you taught at Oakwood?

A: I taught English Composition, Remedial English, Journalism, English Literature,

World Literature, and period courses such as the Middle English period, the 

Elizabethan period, the Romantic period, the Victorian period and the Modern 

PERIOD. I MAY INCLUDE HERE A COURSE IN MILTON, WHICH COMPRISED THE PURITAN 

PERIOD.

I: I NOTE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED CERTAIN HONORS IN BOTH SECULAR AND RELIGIOUS

EDUCATION, BOTH AS A STUDENT AND A TEACHER. FOR EXAMPLE, YOU RECEIVED AN 

ALUMNI AWARD FOR YOUR WORK AS A STUDENT WHEN YOU GRADUATED FROM HOWARD UNIVER­

SITY. By unanimous vote of the Howard University Faculty you were selected 

AS THE BEST ALL AROUND TEACHER OF THE FACULTY.

In March, 1945, on Charter day you were a recipient of the annual alumni 

AWARD CONFERRED BY THE TRUSTEES OF HOWARD UNIVERSITY FOR DISTINGUISHED POST­

GRADUATE ACHIEVEMENT IN EDUCATION. YOU ALSO WERE THE RECIPIENT OF A PLAQUE 

from the Chicago chapter of the Oakwood Alumni Association for distinguished 

TEACHING.

The college library at Oakwood was named in your honor also.

A: You ARE CORRECT. WHEN I LEARNED OF THESE HONORS, I WAS VERY MUCH SURPRISED.
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I: You ALSO RECEIVED A CITATION OF EXCELLENCE IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION FROM

the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists for your accomplishment 

IN THE AREA OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. WHAT PART DID YOU PLAY IN THE FIRST 

FULL ACCREDITATION OF OAKWOOD COLLEGE?

A: I was Chairman of the Committee which with the assistance of every Oakwood

WORKER FINALLY EFFECTED THE ACCREDITATION THAT OAKWOOD RECEIVED IN 1958.

I: I HAVE KNOWN YOU AS A MUSICIAN BOTH AS SOLO PIANIST AND AS ACCOMPANIST

FOR MANY NOTED ARTISTS LIKE LILLIAN EVANTI, ONE OF THE FIRST BLACK WOMEN 

TO RECEIVE INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION AS A SINGER IN THE OPERATIC AREA. 

Will you add to this list?

A: Yes. Among some of the famous blacks I have accompanied I may mention

ONLY A FEW - WESLEY HOWARD, LOUIA JONES, AND CLARENCE CAMERON WHITE, NOTED 

VIOLINISTS. The latter was also a noted composer.

(NOTE - Dr. Dykes might play a piano selection here)

I: Who were some of the well-known students you have taught?

A: I taught William Hastie, governor of the Virgin Islands; Charles Drew,

pioneer in the Blood Plasma area; and other famous blacks. I also taught 

MANY OF THE PRESIDENTS AND OFFICERS IN THE REGIONAL CONFERENCES OF THE 

Seventh-day Adventists. The current president of Oakwood College was one 

OF MY FORMER STUDENTS, UNDER WHOSE PRESIDENCY THE ENROLLMENT HAS INCREASED 

SIGNIFICANTLY.

I: Miss Dykes, what is your basic philosophy of life that has enabled you to

MAKE SUCH AN OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO BLACK CULTURE AND ACHIEVEMENT?

A: I WAS TAUGHT FROM A CHILD TO DO MY BEST IN ANY UNDERTAKING WHETHER I LIKED

IT OR NOT. The SATISFACTION OF DOING MY BEST BRINGS A GREATER REWARD THAN 

THE ACTUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT OF MY AIM.

CONCLUSION: The host of the program would make the closing remarks
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I: Interviewer

D: Eva Beatrice Dykes

Date: November 20, 1975

I: Please state your full name.

D: My full name is Eva Beatrice Dykes.

I: Dr. Dykes, where do you live?

D: At Oakwood College in Huntsville, Alabama.

I: Where were you born?

D: In Washington, D. C.

I: What is your occupation?

D: Teaching.

I: What schools have you attended?

D: I FIRST WENT TO THE TEACHER-TRAINING SCHOOL AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY AS A FIRST-
GRADE PUPIL. I RECEIVED MY TRAINING IN GRADES FIVE THROUGH EIGHT AT THE 
Lucretia Mott School in Washington, D. C. Then I went to M Street High School, 
LATER KNOWN AS DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL. THEN I WENT TO HOWARD UNIVERSITY WHERE 
I RECEIVED A B. A. DEGREE.

I: Did you receive any honors at Howard University?

D: I GRADUATED FROM HOWARD UNIVERSITY SUMMA CUM LAUDE.

I : Where did you study after this?

D: I RECEIVED A SECOND B.A.J A M.A.J AND A PH.D. FROM RADCLIFFE COLLEGE.

I: Did you receive any honors from this college?

D: I GRADUATED MAGNA CUM LAUDE.

I: It was a remarkable accomplishment to finish three degrees from Radcliffe
College, one of the nation's exclusive ivy league institutions. What year 
DID YOU COMPLETE YOUR DOCTORATE?

D: The doctorate was conferred in 1921. In March of 1921, I completed the require­
ments FOR THE Ph.D. DEGREE.
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I: YOU WERE THE FIRST BLACK WOMAN IN THE UNITED STATES TO FINISH THE REQUIRE­
MENTS FOR THE DOCTORATE, BUT YOU WERE ONE OF THREE FIRST NEGRO WOMEN AWARDED 
THE PH.D. IN 1921, WERE YOU NOT?

D: Yes. I may say that I was the first black woman to receive the doctorate
in English. The other recipients of the doctorate were Georgianna Simpson 
from the University of Chicago, and Sadie Tanner Mossell Alexander from 
the University of Pennsylvania.

Although, I was the first to complete my work for the Ph.D. degree in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts at Radcliffe, I happened to be the last to receive 
THE DEGREE BECAUSE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES WERE HELD LATER AT RADCLIFFE 
THAN THE EXERCISES FOR THE OTHER TWO COLLEGES WHERE THE OTHER TWO WOMEN 
ATTENDED.

I: What particular subjects were you studying?

D: Among some of the courses taken were English, Latin, German and Greek.

I: What is the title of your doctoral dissertation?

D: Pope and His Influence In America from 1715 - 1850.

I: Your voluminous dissertation concerning Alexander Pope, the famous English
POET, COVERS 655 PAGES AND IS DATED 1920, IS IT NOT?

D: Yes.

I: The dissertation preface indicates that for the preparation of your research
WORK, YOU UTILIZED INFORMATION FROM THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS AND VARIOUS 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES, COLLEGE LIBRARIES, AND HISTORICAL SOCIETIES. HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN ANY OTHER BOOKS?

D: Yes. The Negro in English Romantic Thought is the title of one book I
HAVE WRITTEN. I HAVE CO-AUTHORED A MANUAL OF ENGLISH AND CONTRIBUTED TO 
THE COMPILATION OF A BOOK ON LINGUISTICS DONE BY A PROFESSOR AT INDIANA 
University. Also, I was a co-editor of a book entitled, Readings for 
Negro Schools and Colleges.

I: Have you written any periodical articles?

D: Yes. I have written articles for the Negro History Bulletin, Journal of
Negro History, The Message Magazine, the Review and Herald and the Youth's 
Instructor. The last three magazines are periodicals published by Seventh­
day Adventists.

I : How LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN TEACHING SERVICE?

D: Approximately forty-nine years. One year as teacher of English and Latin
at Walden University in Nashville, Tennessee (incidentally this school no 
LONGER EXISTS); EIGHT YEARS AS TEACHER OF ENGLISH AT DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL IN 
Washington, D. C.; thirteen years at Howard University, Washington, D.C.; 
TWENTY-FOUR YEARS AT OAKWOOD COLLEGE, HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA. AT THE END OF 
THIS TIME I RETIRED AND WENT TO GORDONSVILLE, VIRGINIA TO LIVE. In 1968 I 
WAS CALLED BACK TO OAKWOOD COLLEGE TO ASSIST IN THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT. I 
TAUGHT THREE YEARS: TWO YEARS FULL TIME AND ONE YEAR AS A PART-TIME TEACHER
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I : Are you now Professor Emeritus of the Oakwood College faculty?

D: Yes.

I: Who were your parents?

D: Martha Ann Howard and James Stanley Dykes

I: What was your father's occupation?

D: My father was principal of a school in Hagarstown, Maryland, where I lived
PART OF MY EARLY CHILDHOOD DAYS. LATER HE WAS A GOVERNMENT WORKER IN 
Washington, D. C.

I: Did any other members of your family graduate from Howard University?

D: Yes, my father, James S. Dykes; three uncles, Floda Howard who died before
I was born; John Howard, and James Howard. My uncle, James Howard, received 
his Bachelor of Arts degre, his M.A. from the College of Liberal Arts, and 
HIS M.D. FROM THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE OF HOWARD. My UNCLE JOHN HOWARD RECEIVED 
his Bachelor's from Howard, and also my father, James Dykes. My mother 
ATTENDED HOWARD, BUT HAD TO DROP OUT BECAUSE OF ILL HEALTH. My SISTER, 
Florence, graduated from the Commercial College.

I: I understand that your uncle, James Howard, received his B.A. in 1870 and
his M.D. in 1883 from Howard University. Is this true?

D: Yes.

I: Who influenced or inspired you to achieve your higher education?

D: My uncle, Dr. James Howard. My uncle thought it would be good for me to
get another Bachelor's Degree from an accredited school since Howard at 
THAT TIME WAS UNACCREDITED. THEREFORE, I ENTERED RADCLIFFE AS AN UNCLASSI­
FIED STUDENT. I STAYED TWO YEARS AT RADCLIFFE AND RECEIVED MY BACHELOR'S 
in 1917. In 1918 I received my Master's, and I received my Ph.D. in 1921 
WHILE I WAS TEACHING AT DUNBAR HIGH SCHOOL. I WAS FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO 
RECEIVE FIVE SCHOLARSHIPS WHILE I WAS DOING GRADUATE WORK AT RADCLIFFE.

I: When did you begin teaching at Howard University?

D: In 1929, when I was invited by President Mordeci Johnson to join the faculty.

I: Who were some of the students you have taught that have achieved success?
IN BLOOD

D: Among the many students, I remember Charles Drew, pioneer^plasma research
AND FORMER CHIEF SURGEON AND CHIEF OF STAFF AT FREEDMEN'S HOSPITAL IN WASHINGTON, 
D.C. I ALSO MAY CITE WILLIAM HASTIE, WHO IN 1944 WAS APPOINTED GOVERNOR OF 
the Virgin Islands. Before that he was Dean of the Law School at Howard 
University. I also recall Cortez Peters who is known as a typing champion, 
and Joseph Jenkins who served as a teacher in the English Department at 
Tuskegee Institute for some years.
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I: Who were some of your colleagues at Howard University?

D: Todd Duncan, baritone singer; Alain Leroy Locke, the first colored man to
be a Rhodes Scholar; Charles Wesley, former president of Wilberforce University; 
Ralph Bunche, Diplomat and U.N. Mediator; Ernest Just, a Biologist of unusual 
fame; Camille Nickerson, concert artist and teacher; and Louia Jones, a 
famous violinist.

I: I UNDERSTAND YOU ARE A MUSICIAN ALSO.

D: Since my early days I studied music; but I never received a degree in music.
It was my avocation rather than vocation. During my life in Washington, D.C., 
I ACCOMPANIED SOME WELL KNOWN SOLOISTS, SUCH AS LILLIAN EVANTI OF WASHINGTON, 
D.C.; Louia Vaughan Jones a skilled violinist and others.

I: When did you leave Howard University to teach in Alabama at Oakwood College?

D: In 1944.

I: What courses have you taught during your teaching career at Oakwood College?

D: I HAVE TAUGHT FRESHMAN COURSES IN COMPOSITION, PERIOD COURSES IN ENGLISH AND
American Literature, Journalism, and Methods in Teaching Secondary English.

I: In your basic English classes, you stressed the knowledge of the "Minimum
Essentials" and "Audibility", did you not?

D: Yes. My emphasis on these two points was due to the fact that if the regular
STUDENT AT EACH EDUCATIONAL LEVEL COULD MASTER THE MERE OBJECTIVES OF THE 
COURSE BEFORE HE IS PROMOTED TO THE NEXT LEVEL, THE WORK OF THE TEACHER AT 
THE NEXT LEVEL COULD BE FACILITATED AND THE STUDENT'S COMFORT BE EASED.

I AGREE WITH A NOTED EDUCATOR WHO SAID THAT SOME COLLEGE GRADUATES CANNOT 
READ, SPEAK, AND WRITE THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE CORRECTLY. I BELIEVE THAT IF 
WE STRESS CLEAR AND DISTINCT SPEAKING, WE WOULD ENJOY BETTER WHAT WE HEAR.

I: Many of the students you have taught at Oakwood College have made outstanding
CONTRIBUTIONS ALSO, HAVE THEY NOT?

D: Yes. The former president, Frank W. Hale who served the college from 1966
TO 1971; TWO PRESENT ADMINISTRATORS, NAMELY, CALVIN B. ROCK, THE PRESENT 
president; Emerson A. Cooper, the Academic Dean; several faculty and staff 
MEMBERS, AS WELL AS MANY RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Church.

I: Dr. Dykes, I understand that you are a Phi Beta Kappa member of the Iota
CHAPTER AND THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING AWARDS: A CITATION OF 
EXCELLENCE IN RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO THE WORLD PROGRAM 
of Christian education; the Alumni Award from Howard University for the 
HIGHEST GRADE POINT AVERAGE ATTENDED DURING UNDERGRADUATE YEARS, BY UNANIMOUS 
vote of Howard University, you were selected the best all around teacher of
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THE FACULTY, AND YOU WERE A RECIPIENT OF THE ANNUAL ALUMNI AWARD CONFERRED 
by the Trustees of Howard University for distinguished post graduate achieve­
ment IN EDUCATION, AND OTHER AWARDS.

D: Yes.

I: What part did you play in the first full accreditation of Oakwood College?

D: I WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE THAT WORKED FOR THE FIRST FULL
ACCREDITATION THAT OAKWOOD COLLEGE RECEIVED IN 1958.

I: The present new library building at Oakwood College was named in your honor
AND DEDCIATED IN 1973, WAS IT NOT?

D: Yes.

I: What is your basic philosophy of life that has enabled you to make such an
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO BLACK CULTURE AND ACHIEVEMENT?

D: I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN TAUGHT FROM A CHILD TO DO MY BEST IN ANY UNDERTAKING
WHETHER I LIKED IT OR NOT. THE MERE SATISFACTION OF DOING MY BEST BRINGS 
A GREATER REWARD THAN THE ACTUAL ACCOMPLISHMENT OF MY AIM.

I: One of the highlights in your life was a trip to Europe in 1958, was it not?

D: Yes. I had many interesting experiences by visiting historical places in
England, France, Italy, Switzerland, Belgium, and Holland. Also, this past 
SUMMER OF 1975, I WAS PRIVILEGED TO BE A DELEGATE TO THE WORLD CONFERENCE 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church which was held in Vienna, Austria.
While there I received the honor of being recognized along with other women 
IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION.

Note: The moderator of the program would conclude the interview with additional 
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS.

Documents available to use with the interview will be the degrees received 
by Dr. Dykes, the copy of her dissertation, and slides of the Eva B. Dykes 
Library dedication program.


