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PREFACE

"Th* footprint* of pop* ar* not those of a 

giant bat h* ha* loft them scattered all over th* 

field of oar literature, although the faeion of 

writing li^ hi* ha* wholly passed away.*! To 

point oat in detail the traces of these footsteps, 

sometimes deep and sometimes very faint is the par- 

pose of the present study. Rome histories of Ameri

can literature oall attention to the influence of 

Popo on a few American poets, but no where io this 

inflaonoo dwelt upon in detail. It is our inten

tion not only to go further, showing minutely Popo's 

influence on American poetry in metre, poetic dic

tion and phraseology, but also to descend from the 

beacon-lights (if wo may call them such) of our 

early literature to the unknown authors whoso works 

are of the greatest importance for a study of the 

present kind, not because they constitute American 

literature, but because they are valuable documents 

for showing the vogue of Popo on this side of the 

water.

Thore are always many difficulties connected

1. Works, od. by P. Godwin, Vol. V. p. 16*.



with * subject thAt Attempt* to show th* influence 

of one person on Another or others end these diffi

culties arc Augmented in the present case because of 

lack of knowledge concerning our early poets. Many 

poems were published anonymously. Of others we know 

nothing more than the name of the author. Documents 

such as diaries, letters or biographies that might 

bring us into close touch with the author, hie liter

ary habits and his reading in the majority of oases 

do not exist. In some instances, we have evidence 

that a poet knew Pope by a statement in the Preface* 

or by a footnote or by a quotation. And at other 

times, we have only as a guide the internal evidence 

of the poem itself. Therefore, it is almost an im

possibility to tell whether the influence of Pope was 

direct or indirect and until the matter is clearer, 

let us be content with the facts as we find then.

Tor the preparation of this work I wish to 

express my indebtedness to the Boston Public Library, 

the Massachusetts Historical Society, library of 

Congress, the Library Company of Philadelphia, the 

Pennsylvania Historical Society, The Maryland Hist

orical Society, and particularly to Mr. Walter B. 

Briggs of Widener Library and Miss Dorothy Hopkins 

Of the Radcliffe College library for thsi* kindness



ill

in facilitating th* difficulties of research work, 

for the kindly interest and helpful suggestions of 

Professor J. L. Lowes under whose guidance the pre

sent study has boon undertaken, I express my sincere 

thanks.
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